Techniques for Transjugular Intrahepatic Portosystemic Shunt Reduction and Occlusion.
Transjugular intrahepatic portosystemic shunts (TIPS) effectively lower portal pressure and are commonly used to manage selected patients with variceal bleeding. Unfortunately, significant consequences are not infrequently encountered as a result of this diversion of portal venous flow. These consequences include disabling hepatic encephalopathy as well as hepatic decompensation. To manage these complications, therapeutic options include TIPS reduction and TIPS occlusion. TIPS reduction is the favored technique because of the potential for venous thrombosis and recurrent variceal hemorrhage after acute TIPS occlusion. Techniques and indications for TIPS reduction and TIPS occlusion are reviewed.